
“The Hill Worth Dying On”
Galatians 2

The Gospel is protected when legalism is rejected (1-10)
Paul responded in direct obedience to God when God called him to bring the Gospel to the 

Gentiles (Gal. 1:15-17). He faithfully preached the Gospel of grace that he received when he put his 
faith in Jesus Christ. Eventually, Paul went to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles, and through them, 
Paul’s ministry of the Gospel was affirmed by the leadership in the early church (Gal. 1:18-24). Over 
time, however, the enemy’s work to threaten the Gospel of grace made its way into the early church. 
The threat was significant, and the battle was real. Jews, who had been raised on a religion of rules 
and regulations, pressed their laws into the early church, attempting to redefine the Gospel of grace. 
The key issue, as seen in the emphasis of Paul’s argument in Gal. 2:1-10, was the issue of 
circumcision. They were arguing that faith in Jesus was not enough to fix the problem that sin caused 
in our relationship with God. In addition to faith, the Jews were arguing that believers also needed to 
follow the Old Testament law. This was a form of legalism because it effectively eliminated grace! 
Legalism says that our ability to be righteous before God isn’t tied to the work of Christ alone; instead, 
our ability to be righteous before God is tied to our work in this world. Paul saw this threat of legalism 
for what it was, which was an attempt to destroy the believers freedom in Jesus and to bring believers 
into slavery under the law (Gal. 2:4). Paul rejected this form of legalism in order to preserve the true 
Gospel of grace for us today (Gal. 2:5). Legalism is still a tremendous threat to true faith and to the 
freedom in Jesus that grace truly brings. It results in pride for those who experience temporary 
success in following the rules, taking the glory away from God for His amazing grace. Most often, 
however, it results in guilt and burden for those who fail in following the rules, taking the glory away 
from God for His amazing grace and robbing believers of the joy of the freedom and new life that we 
have in Jesus. For Paul, this was a mountain to die on because legalism destroys the true Gospel!
1. What are some examples of legalism in the church today? Be specific and try to identify rules and 

regulations (spoken or unspoken) that are sometimes used to judge or determine our relationship 
with God.

2. How have you been affected by legalism in your faith? Have you struggled with it in your life? 
Have you been affected by it in the life of others or in the church?

3. Why is it so critical that like Paul we do “not yield in submission even for a moment” to legalism?
4. If someone is struggling with a legalistic approach to their faith, how would you share with them 

about the truth of the Gospel of grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ?

The Gospel is protected when hypocrisy is rejected (11-14)
Legalism wasn’t the only threat to the Gospel within the early church. There was another 

subtle threat against the Gospel of grace that even the apostles weren’t immune to, which was 
hypocrisy. Hypocrisy is simply saying that you believe one thing, but then acting in a way that 



contradicts what you say you believe. Just as legalism is destructive to the true Gospel, hypocrisy can 
be just as destructive, destroying the witness of the Gospel of grace in the lives of believers. When 
Paul saw Peter and others separate themselves from the Gentiles in order to not be judged by the 
Jews, he immediately recognized that their actions were hypocritical. Paul immediately recognized 
that by their actions they were hurting the very testimony of God’s grace through the Gospel that 
makes us all acceptable to God based on our faith alone in Jesus Christ! Their judgmental and 
hypocritical actions contradicted the Gospel of grace that they believed and proclaimed. If unchecked, 
their hypocrisy would create a barrier to the Gospel for the very people to whom God had called Paul 
to preach the Gospel. Because Peter and the others were leaders in the early church, Paul 
addressed their error in a public way, using them as an example to remind all believers of the 
importance of rejecting hypocrisy in order to protect the Gospel of grace through faith in the sufficient 
work of Jesus Christ. 
1. What are some examples of hypocrisy in the church today? Be specific and try to identify ways 

that we act that contradict the Gospel that we say we believe.
2. How have you been affected by hypocrisy in your life? Have you struggled with it in your life? 

Have you been affected by it through the hypocritical actions of another? How did it affect your 
faith?

3. Why is it so critical that like Paul we are willing to take a risk and confront hypocrisy in the church?

The Gospel is protected when we… (15-21)
- Proclaim that faith alone in Jesus makes us right with God
- Proclaim that through faith we have new life that’s forgiven and free
- Proclaim that Jesus died for us because of His love for us

In Gal. 2:15-16, Paul lays out one of the most important truths about God’s grace, which is that 
God’s grace is the only thing that can make us right with God. The law can never make us right with 
God because no matter how hard we try, we all break God’s law in the motive of our heart in the 
actions of our hands. As Paul says, “by works of the law no one will be justified.” Because of our sin, 
we don’t deserve to be made right in our relationship with God, but that’s the glory of His grace. It’s 
undeserved and there’s no way to earn it. We’re only made right with God through faith in Jesus 
Christ, who did fulfill the law and accomplish all that was needed to make us right with God. The 
Gospel is the good news that faith alone in Jesus makes us right with God! Paul doesn’t stop there. 
He continues to lay out the reality of what true faith in Jesus does in our lives, which is that it gives us 
new life that’s forgiven and free. Paul saw his life before faith in Jesus as being dead: Crucified with 
Christ. He understood that his faith had fundamentally changed who he was. He was now forgiven 
and free from slavery to sin. He was now forgiven and free to live by faith, which allows Jesus to live 
in him! This is the key to obedience: The life of Christ in us through faith in Him! Finally, Paul’s 
confidence comes from knowing God’s motive for what He did for Paul. Jesus died for Paul — and for 
you and me — because of His love for us. This is the Gospel of grace through faith in Jesus that 
makes us right with God.
1. One key word that’s used repeatedly in these verses is “justified.” Take a minute to use a study 

Bible or other resources to define and discuss what it means to be justified with God?
2. Read Gal. 2:19-20. What does Paul mean when he talks about dying to the law and being 

crucified with Christ? What does Paul mean when he talks about Christ living in him? How does 
Paul’s experience connect to our experience today when we put our faith in Jesus?

3. How do we live a new life in faith in Jesus Christ? What does that look like in a practical way?
4. How should the love and sacrifice of Jesus affect our faith today?
5. How does Galatians 2 bring confidence and freedom in our faith in God’s grace?


